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Welcome to the 2021 
Virtual ACE Prep Course 



Meet our Speakers 



Date Topic Speaker/Instructor

February 26, 2021

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM 

Introduction to ACE – what to expect. 

What is IPM? 

Janet Hurley

March 5, 2021

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Selection and implementation of control methods: The science and 
technology of insecticides and Pesticide Safety, Laws and Labels

Dr. Bob Davis

March 12, 2021

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Insect Classification, Biology and Morphology Wizzie Brown

March 19, 2021

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Biting and stinging arthropods and Flies (order Diptera) Molly Keck

March 26, 2021

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Wood destroying insects, Occasional invaders, and Stored product pests Dr. Bob Davis and Molly Keck 

April 2, 2021 Skipping this week – study, study, study 
April 9, 2021

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Ants and Cockroaches Wizzie Brown

April 16, 2021

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Putting it all together, what to expect on the exam, finding a proctor Hurley, Davis, Brown, and Keck
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ACE 
Preparatory 
Course

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
ACE PROGRAM







IPM for the 
Urban 
Professional
A study guide for the ACE

Page Number

http://www.entocert.org/ACE-study-guide

Janet Hurley – jahurley@ag.tamu.edu
Mike Merchant – MEMerchant@ag.tamu.edu

http://www.entocert.org/ACE-study-guide


For ACE 
applications, 
information
HTTP://WWW.ENTO
CERT.ORG/ACE-
CERTIFICATION



What does it mean to be an 
ACE?
Certification offered by the ESA Certification 
Corporation

Widely recognized credential for PMPs

Backed by the Entomological Society of 
America 

Endorsed by the National Pest Management 
Association



Benefits of ACE?
Embroidered uniform patch

Lapel pin

Decal for office or vehicle

Certificate of accomplishment

Free online subscription to the ESA Newsletter

Discounted rate to attend ESA Annual Conferences

Advertising assistance (upon request)

Right to display letters ACE after name on business cards, correspondence

Right to use ACE logo in promotional advertisements



Eligibility 
requirements 
A current pesticide applicator’s 
license issued in the U.S.,

A minimum of 5 years of verifiable pest 
management experience*,

Ability to pass a test of your knowledge 
of structural pest control,

Application fee, which includes your 
exam and  first year of certification, and

A willingness to adhere to the ACE Code 
of Ethics.
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http://www.entocert.org/ace-code-ethics


ACE Code of Ethics
Very important aspect of the ACE program

States obligations to
◦ Society
◦ The public
◦ The profession
◦ Employers and clients
◦ Fellow professionals

Must read and adhere to

Pages 10-11



What must I do to maintain certification?

Renew every three 
years

1
Submit required 
number (18) of 
CEUs during the 
three-year period

2
Submit photocopy 
of current 
pesticide 
applicator’s license

3
Sign document 
stipulating 
adherence to ACE 
Code of Ethics

4
Pay required fees 
($375/$295 for 
ESA members)

5
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Page 9 Study Guide

Is an ACE an 
entomologist?

Section 3.4 of the ACE Code of 
Ethics stipulates that ACEs must 
refer to themselves as Associate 
Certified Entomologists, or ACEs—
not as “entomologists” or even 
“certified entomologists”



What’s the 
difference 
between an 
ACE and a BCE?

BCE is a separate credentialing program

A Board Certified Entomologist is generally an 
entomologist with a degree in entomology or 

closely allied field

BCE is designed around mastery of academic 
concepts of entomology, as opposed to 

practical, applied pest control skills (ACE)

Testing and recertification requirements more 
stringent

Researchers, teachers, product developers, 
Extension specialists, regulators, and some pest 
management professionals carry BCE credentials
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Domains and skills 
covered by ACE exam
Inspection and Identification (45%)
◦ Inspection skills
◦ Pest ID and biology

Monitoring (12%) 
◦ Monitoring tools and technology
◦ Documentation and recordkeeping

Selection and Implementation of Control Methods (28%)
◦ Familiarity with pesticide and non-pesticide technologies
◦ Legal requirements and labeling

Evaluation (15%)
◦ Evaluating effectiveness of program
◦ Interpreting and Communicating findings

Inspection and ID
Monitoring
Control methods
Reporting and evaluating



Pest ID and biology



Chapter 12

Preparing for the 
exam
Print out a copy of the ACE Exam 
Content Outline
http://www.entocert.org/new-ace-
exam-content-outline  

Get the NPMA Field Guide to 
Structural Pests and ACE Study Guide

Check out additional recommended 
study materials (see link below)

Take the practice exam

Take a prep class!

http://www.entocert.org/studying-ace-exams

Images courtesy  NPMA                                                                   



Chapter 12

Studying for the 
exam
Start with the content outline

Spend 15 minutes a day

Form a study group

Start studying early (figure on at least 
40 hours of study)

http://www.entocert.org/studying-ace-exams



Sample exam questions
Pages 199-201







What if I 
don’t pass 
on my first 
try?

You may retake the exam without reapplying to 
the program after 1 month (but don’t wait more 
than one year if you don’t want to reapply).

You have a three-year time period in which the 
exam may be re-taken multiple times without 
reapplying

There is a re-testing fee (currently $75, or $50 
for ESA members)



If I don’t pass, how 
will I know what to 
do to improve my 
chances on 2nd 
try?
Your will receive your exam results 
immediately

Results include scores summarized by 
domain, showing what parts of the 
test you did and did not score well on

Additional analysis available upon 
request from the ESA Certification 
Program Manager



QuestionsU N L E S S  O T H E R W I S E  I N D I C A T E D ,  
P H O T O S  B Y  M I K E  M E R C H A N T
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