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WHAT WE WILL COVER

• Rule 7.201 Responsibility of School Districts to Adopt an IPM Program

• Rule 7.202 Responsibilities of the IPM Coordinator

• Rule 7.203 Responsibilities of Certified Applicators and Licensed 
Technicians

• Rule 7.204 Pesticide Use in School Districts

• Rule 7.205 Incidental Use for Schools



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT AN IPM 

PROGRAM 
RULE 7.201

Each school district shall establish, implement, and maintain an IPM program as 
defined in rule 7.114 of the Texas Administrative Code. 
Each school district shall establish, implement, and maintain an Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) program. An IPM program is a regular set of procedures for 
preventing and managing pest problems using an integrated pest management 
strategy, as defined in §7.114 of this title (relating to Definition of Terms). The 
school district is responsible for each IPM Coordinator's compliance with these 
regulations.

What is IPM?



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM  PROGRAM 

Rule 7.114

Integrated Pest Management (IPM)--A pest management 
strategy that relies on multiple pest control tactics, including 
the judicious use of pesticides, informed by accurate 
identification and scientific knowledge of pests, reliable 
monitoring methods to assess pest presence, preventative 
measures to avoid pest infestations, and thresholds to 
determine when corrective control measures are needed.



RE S P O NS IBI LIT Y O F  
S C H OOL  D I S TRI CTS 
TO  A D O P T
A N  I P M   P RO G RAM 
IPM = Integrated 
Pest Management
An ecologically friendly

pest control strategy, that

focuses on long term 

prevention through pest 

monitoring and a

combination of pest 

management techniques

that minimizes risk to

human health and 

the environment.



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 

Essential elements of an IPM program 

1. (A)  a school board approved IPM policy, stating the 
district's commitment to follow IPM principals in all pest 
control activities that take place on district property.  The 
policy should contain:



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
• a definition of IPM consistent with this section

• a reference to Texas laws and rules governing pesticide use and IPM in 
public schools

• information about who can apply pesticides on district property

• information about designating, registering, and required training for 
the district's IPM coordinator

• copy of the IPM policy maintained by Superintendent and IPM 
coordinator



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
• a definition of IPM consistent with this section
Example definition: Integrated Pest Management is strategy that focuses on 
pest prevention by combining techniques such as biological control, habitat 
manipulation, cultural practices, and the use of pesticides. Pesticide controls 
should only be used after monitoring indicates established pest thresholds 
have been met. Pesticide products should be selected and applied in a manner 
that minimizes risks to human health, non-target organisms, and the 
environment. Or….

Copy and paste Rule 7.114



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
• a reference to Texas laws and rules governing pesticide 

use and IPM in public schools

Example: All aspects of the IPM program will be in accordance with federal 
and Texas state laws and regulations as set forth in the Texas Administrative 
Code: Integrated Pest Management Program for School Districts (Rule 7.201 –
7.205). 



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
• information about who can apply pesticides on district 

property

Example: Pesticide applicators will be trained in the principles and practices of 
integrated pest management and the use of pesticides. They will follow 
regulations and pesticide label precautions. Pesticide applicators will be 
licensed by the Texas Department of Agriculture and comply with the school 
district’s IPM policy.  Only licensed pesticide applicators are allowed to apply 
pesticides on school district property. 



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
• information about designating, registering, and required 

training for the district's IPM coordinator and a copy of 
the IPM policy maintained by Superintendent and IPM 
coordinator

Example: The IPM Coordinator will be designated by the school district 
superintendent and registered with the Texas Department of Agriculture.  The 
IPM Coordinator will obtain all required training and licensing per Texas state 
rules and regulations. The district’s IPM policy will be maintained by the IPM 
Coordinator and District Superintendent. 



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
(B) a monitoring program to determine when pests are 

present and when pest problems are severe enough to 
justify corrective action

Example: Monitoring devices will be placed inside cafeterias to determine pest 
pressure and when corrective action is needed.  School cafeterias will be inspected 
on monthly basis. Monitoring devices will be placed in non-food handling areas 
and inspected on an “as needed basis.” 



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 

(C) preferential use of non-chemical strategies and lower risk 
pesticides to control pests, rodents, insects and weeds

Example: It is the goal of the district to provide a safe and low risk approach to 
control pest problems while protecting people, the environment and property.  The 
District’s IPM Policy will focus on long-term prevention and will give non-chemical 
methods first consideration when selecting appropriate control measures. When it 
is determined that a pesticide or herbicide must be used to meet the pest 
management goals of the district, the least hazardous material will be chosen.



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 

What are some non-chemical strategies that can be used in an 
IPM program?

mechanical control, preventative maintenance, exclusion, 
sanitation, cultural control, biological control
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RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 

(D) a system for keeping records of facility inspection 
reports, pest-related work orders, pest control service 
reports, pesticide applications, and pesticide complaints

Example: The IPM Coordinator will maintain records of pesticide and herbicide 
applications, pest inspection reports, pesticide complaints and all other records 
pertaining to the IPM program. IPM records will be kept in a binder in the IPM 
coordinators office.



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 

(E)  a plan for educating and informing school district 
employees about their roles in the IPM program

Example:  IPM training will be provided to school administrators, teachers, and 
auxiliary staff through in person presentations and monthly emails that will 
provide information regarding seasonal pest and the schools IPM approach to 
control them. 
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RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
(F) written guidelines that identify thresholds for when pest 
control actions are justified

What is a pest threshold?

Threshold is a level of pest activity which can no longer be 
tolerated due to economic, health, or aesthetic reasons etc. 



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
Example: Before taking corrective action, IPM first sets an action threshold.  This is a point 
at which pest populations or environmental conditions indicate corrective action must be 
taken.  The higher the threshold the more pest can be tolerated.  Some level of pest 
presence, except in the case of a few serious health risks can usually be tolerated.  Please 
refer to the following chart for established action thresholds. 
Pest Kitchen Classrooms/offices Nurse office Exterior grounds

Ants, common 3/room 10-12/room 3/room Moderate ant trails

Fire ants 3/room 3/room 3/room 1 mound

Cockroaches 1/room 3/room 1/room If noticeable or invading 

Rats or mice 1/room 1/room 1/room Any activity 

Bees, honey 1/room 1/room 1/room If threat to children

Weeds n/a n/a n/a 15% in 100 ft



RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO 
ADOPT AN IPM PROGRAM 
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RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT 

AN IPM PROGRAM 

2. Each school district superintendent shall appoint an IPM 
Coordinator(s) to implement the school district's IPM program. Not 
later than 90 days after the superintendent designates or replaces an 
IPM Coordinator(s), the school district must report to the Department 
the newly appointed coordinator's name, address, telephone number, 
email address and the effective date of the appointment. A school district 
that appoints more than one IPM Coordinator shall designate a 
Responsible IPM Coordinator who will have overall responsibility for 
the IPM program and provides oversight of subordinate IPM 
Coordinators regarding IPM program decisions.





RESPONSIBILITY OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO ADOPT

AN IPM PROGRAM 
3. Districts that engage in pest control activities must 
employ or contract a licensed applicator, who may  also 
serve as the IPM coordinator if he/she is a school district 
employee 

4. School districts prior or by the first week of school must 
provide parental notification of pesticide applications in 
accordance with this chapter. Individuals who request in 
writing to be notified of pesticide applications may be 
notified by telephonic, written or electronic methods.



RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE IPM 
COORDINATOR RULE 7.202

The IPM Coordinator is responsible for implementing the 
district IPM program.  Additionally, they must also: 

• complete Department approved IPM Coordinator 
training course within six months of appointment

currently there are two approved providers: 

Texas A&M Agrilife - https://schoolipm.tamu.edu/

Texas Association of School Boards (TASB)-

https://www.tasb.org/home.aspx

https://schoolipm.tamu.edu/


RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE IPM 
COORDINATOR RULE 7.202

• obtain six hours of Department approved IPM continuing 
education every three years by: 

– completing a department approved IPM Coordinator course
– no approved course may be repeated for credit within the same 3-year 

period
– completing courses that have been approved in the pest, weed, l & o, or 

IPM category
– Submitting information for a complete course that was not previously 

approved for evaluation of credit
– If a licensed CA, the CEUs obtained for the license count toward six 

hours of IPM CEUs
– Following the three-year effective CEU period, certificates of completion 

must be kept for one additional calendar year (period through 12/31)



RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE IPM 
COORDINATOR

The IPM Coordinator shall oversee and be responsible for:
• oversee pest management personnel, ensure anyone performing pest 

control have appropriate license, training and personal protective 
equipment

• ensure that all IPM program records are maintained for two years and 
are made available to Department inspector upon request  

• ensure that all pest control contractors work within the guidelines of 
the district’s IPM program

• ensure all pesticides used on district property are in compliance with
the districts IPM program



RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE IPM 
COORDINATOR

• ensure that current pesticide labels and safety data sheets are 
available upon request

• maintain a current copy of the district IPM policy and making 
it available to Department inspector upon request 

• ensure pesticide applications including emergency 
applications are conducted in accordance to existing rules



RESPONSIBILITIES OF CERTIFIED 
APPLICATORS AND LICENSED 

TECHNICIANS RULE 7.203
A commercial or noncommercial certified applicator or licensed 
technician shall:
• apply only EPA labeled pesticides with the exception of

pesticides that have been exempt from registration by the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)

• obtain written approval from the IPM coordinator for the use 
of pesticides

• handle and provide the IPM coordinator all records pertaining 
to IPM activities 

• provide the IPM coordinator with pesticide use records within 
two business days or a time frame agree to by the IPM 
coordinator



RESPONSIBILITIES OF CERTIFIED 
APPLICATORS AND LICENSED 

TECHNICIANS

• consult with IPM coordinator before using pesticides in 
buildings and exterior grounds

• ensure all pest control activities are consistent with the 
district’s IPM program and IPM regulations



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
RULE 7.204

All pesticides used by school districts must be registered with 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the Texas Department of Agriculture, with the exception of
those pesticides that have been exempted from registration by 
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), 
Section 25(b). All pesticides used by school districts must also 
bear a label as required by FIFRA and Chapter 76 of the Texas 
Agriculture Code. Pesticides intended and labeled for use on 
humans are exempt from this section. Pesticide use must also 
meet the following requirements:



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

• pest control sign must be posted 48 hours prior to an interior 
application

• treated outdoor areas must be identified with a sign, or 
secured in a practical manner or monitored to keep students 
out until the reentry interval has expired 

• pesticides should  be mixed outside of student occupied areas 
• the use of non-pesticide controls, monitoring tools, or 

mechanical devices are exempt from posting requirements  
• application to exterior shall not be made if application will 

expose students to spray drift



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Districts are allowed to apply pesticides that are 
categorized as Green, Yellow, or Red in accordance 
with the approval for use and restrictions for each 
category



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Green Category Pesticides must meet the following 
criteria:
• all active ingredients belong to EPA toxicity categories III and IV
• CAUTION signal word on label, unless no signal word is required by 

EPA; and
• consist of active ingredient boric acid; disodium octaborate

tetrahydrate or related boron compounds; silica gel; diatomaceous 
earth; or belongs to the class of pesticides that are insect growth 
regulators; microbe-based insecticides; botanical insecticides 
containing no more than 5% synergist (and does not include synthetic 
pyrethroids); biological (living) control agents; pesticidal soaps; natural 
or synthetic horticultural oils; or insect and rodent baits in tamper-
resistant containers, or for crack-and-crevice use only



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS
EPA Reg. # 



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS
No EPA #  No FIFRA 25(b) exempt info



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS
NO EPA #  NO F IF RA 25(B)  EXEM PT INF O



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

• does not require written approval, must apply within the 
guidelines of district IPM program 

• may be applied indoors if students are not present or expected 
to be present at time of application

• reentry is permitted when application is complete, product has 
dried, or the reentry interval time has expired 

• may be applied outdoors if students are not within ten feet

• reentry allowed once application is complete, dry or reentry 
interval has expired 



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Yellow Category Pesticides must meet the following 
criteria:

• active ingredients belong to EPA toxicity categories III and IV
• CAUTION signal word, unless no signal word is required by 

EPA
• does not meet the Green category criteria
• requires written approval from certified applicator 
• approval shall have a duration of no longer than six months or 

six applications per site, which ever occurs first 



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

• may be applied indoors if students are not present or expected 
to be present in the next four hours following the application 
or until reentry interval has expired, whichever is longer

• May be applied outdoors if students are not present or 
expected to be present within ten feet of application site

• outdoor reentry period can not be less than four hours 

• treated outdoor areas must be identified with a sign, or 
secured in a practical manner or monitored to keep students 
out until the reentry interval has expired 



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Red Category Pesticides must meet the following 
criteria:

• active ingredients belong to EPA category I or II
• WARNING or DANGER signal word on label
• contains active ingredient that has been designated as a restricted use, 

state-limited-use pesticide or regulated herbicide
• does not meet Green or Yellow category criteria 
• licensee must provide written justification for use  
• IPM coordinator must provide signed approval for use 
• approvals shall have duration no longer that three months or three 

application sites, whichever come first 



PESTICIDE USE IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

• may be applied indoors if students are not present or expected 
to be present in the next eight hours following the application 
or until reentry interval has expired, whichever is longer

• May be applied outdoors if students are not present or 
expected to be present within twenty-five feet of application 
site

• reentry period can not be less than eight hours 
• treated outdoor areas must be identified with a sign, or 

secured in a practical manner or monitored to keep students 
out until the reentry interval has expired 



INCIDENTAL USE FOR SCHOOLS 
RULE 7.205

• Incidental use form must be distributed to all unlicensed employees of 
school districts who apply Green or Yellow category pesticides 
specific to ant, bee, and wasp applications 

• The form must be provided during training of employees whose 
primary duty is not pest control, and whose work may include task 
subject to exception

• IPM coordinator must keep records of all training conducted annually

• Incidental use records must be maintained for two years

• Incidental use is limited to insecticides that are Green and Yellow 
categories 



QUESTIONS?

Aaron Curiel 512-463-3207

aaron.curiel@texasagriculture.gov

FIN

mailto:aaron.curiel@texasagriculture.gov


HELPFUL LINKS 

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=5&ti=4&pt=1&ch=7&sch=H
&div=7&rl=Y

https://www.texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Pesticides/StructuralPestControlService/S
tructuralPestControlServiceForms.aspx

https://www.texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Pesticides/StructuralPestControlService/S
tructuralPestControlCourseProviders.aspx

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-01/documents/minrisk-active-ingredients-
tolerances-jan-2018.pdf

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=5&ti=4&pt=1&ch=7&sch=H&div=7&rl=Y
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Pesticides/StructuralPestControlService/StructuralPestControlServiceForms.aspx
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Pesticides/StructuralPestControlService/StructuralPestControlCourseProviders.aspx
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-01/documents/minrisk-active-ingredients-tolerances-jan-2018.pdf
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